Massachusetts Avenue 
Reconstruction Project 

Arlincpton 

May 14, 2015 
Thompson School 
7:00PM 


Agenda 

• Welcome and Introductions 

• Project Overview 

• Limits of work 

• Project goals 

• Project timeline 

• Work accomplished to date 

• The view ahead 

• Civic Engagement 


Question and Answer 












Project Limits of Work 



Massachusetts Aven^ 




Project Goals 

• Implement a traffic 
system that works for 
all modes: 

• Increase safety 

• Upgrades to: 

• Sidewalks 

• Crosswalks 

• Signals 

• Roadways 

• Ensure vibrancy of 
Capitol Square 










Existing Conditions 


Existing Layout - Massachusetts Avenue at Allen Street 
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Future Conditions - Typical 
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Left Turning Lane 


Left-turn Lane with Through Traffic - Massachusetts Avenue at Lake Street 
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Left Turning Lane II 


Left-turn Lane with Through Traffic - Massachusetts Avenue at Lake Street 

















Transit Accommodations 


Bus Pull-off with Through Traffic - Massachusetts Avenue at Thorndike Street 
























Transit Accommodations II 


Bus Pull-off with Through Traffic - Massachusetts Avenue at Thorndike Street 


















Pedestrian Safety 

• A major goal of this project: 

• Reduction in cross-section and bump-outs to shorten 
crossing distance 

• New signals and signage 

• More and better crosswalks with highly reflective paint 







































































































New Crosswalks and Signals 








What They Look Like 

• New signal at 
Bates Road 

• Currently off 

• Switched on once 
roadway matches 

• Fall, 2015 



Project Timeline 

• Approx. 2 construction 
seasons: 

• One down 

• One to underway 

• Full beneficial use: 

• Fall, 2015 

• Full completion: 

• Spring, 2016 

• Project is on time 



Project Status 

• Accomplished: 

• Tree 

protections/removals 

• Water and drainage 
work 

• Just under 50% of 
sidewalks 

• Signal installations 

• Light pole foundations 
and conduits 

• Bump-outs 


Ahead: 

• Complete sidewalks 

• Complete new 
signals 

• Complete lighting in 
Capitol Square 

• Repave and restripe 
road 

• Landscaping 

• Street furnishings 
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Limits of Sidewalk Completion 



iSidewalks 


5/11/15 


ISidewalks poured 
in 2014 


Remaining 

Sidewalks 


Sidewalks 
■poured by 
I5/II/15 


Sidewalks 
, poured by 
5/11/15 


ISidewalks 
[excavated 
I by 5/11/15 


Sidewalks 

excavated 

5/11/15 


Sidewalk Work Completed As of 5/15/15 


Legend 

^ 701 - Cem Cone Sidewalk 
^ 701.1 - Cem Cone @ Drives 
# 701.2-WCR 
0 765 - Seeding 














Upcoming Night Work 

• Massachusetts Avenue repaving ahead 

• Late summer/early fall 2015 

• Nighttime operation to avoid travel impacts 

• SAMI (stress absorbing member interlayer) under layer 
lengthens pavement life 














Paving Steps 

1. Lower utility castings (daytime - approx. 2 weeks) 

2. Milling (nighttime - approx. 1 week) 

3. SAMI layer installed (nighttime - approx. 2 nights) 

4. Leveling course (nighttime - approx. 2 nights) 

5. Raise utility castings (daytime - approx. 2 weeks) 

6. Finish course (nighttime - approx. 5 nights) 

7. Striping & bicycle lane surface treatments (nighttime 
- approx. 1 -2 weeks) 


Open Questions 

• Varnum Street bump-out: 

• Currently in design 

• Construction this season 

• Premature sidewalk spalling: 

• Petrographic analysis underway 

• Project will not be accepted until all 
sidewalks meet specifications 


Civic Engagement 

• 3-week look-ahead emails 

• Flyers for specific 
operations or events 

• Response to citizen 
inquiries 

• Briefings to: 

• Capitol Square merchants 

• Low vision seniors 

• Public information 
meetings: 

• June, 2014 

• May, 2015 
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Questions? 

• Please sign up for Arlington email 
notifications. 

• WWW. arlingtonma.gov/massa verebuild. 

• For questions and comments: 

• Nathaniel Cabral-Curtis 

Public Involvement Specialist, Associate 
Howard/Stein-Hudson 
11 Beacon Street, 10'^ Floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
Telephone: (617) 482-7080 x236 
ncabral-curtis@hshassoc.com 



